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LEAP is Presented By:

In South Carolina, minorities make up 35% of the population, and own about 10% of small 
businesses. South Carolina Community Loan Fund’s Local Entrepreneur Acceleration Program 
(LEAP) aims to support diversity in small business ownership across South Carolina by 
providing minority and women entrepreneurs with business plan development support, 
technical skills, and the chance to compete for a $10,000 startup capital award. All LEAP 
graduates leave the program with the improved capacity to seek business financing based
on their refined business plan, broadened professional network, and an expanded 
professional management skillset.

SC Community Loan Fund is a nonprofit Community Development 
Financial Institution (CDFI) headquartered in Charleston. Its mission 
is to advance equitable access to capital by providing loans, 
technical assistance, and advocacy for affordable housing, healthy 
food enterprises, community facilities and community businesses. 

Folami Geter, Owner of A Peace of 
Soul Vegan Kitchen in Columbia



How It Works

LEAP participants engage in a nine week entrepreneurial training program featuring NxLevel Courses 
facilitated by SC Community Loan Fund staff. The courses cover everything needed to develop a basic 
business plan from marketing to accounting to management to accessing funding. With help from 
the course instructor and industry experts, participants refine their ideas and develop their business 
plans over the ten week period before presenting them to a panel of judges during a final pitch event. 

The entrepreneur that presents the strongest business plan on pitch night is awarded $10,000 capital 
award. In addition, all program participants will have the opportunity to work directly with the SCCLF 
lending team to apply for a loan for their business if desired. Beyond the financial opportunity the 
program offers, all participants should leave the program knowing what steps to take to grow their 
business and how they need to execute those steps. There is no cost to participate in the program 
but a deposit is required to hold each participant’s space and will be returned following successful 
completion of the course.

The LEAP program offers a unique, accessible opportunity for a diverse group of entrepreneurs 
to gain the skills and knowledge needed to develop a comprehensive business plan for their small 
business. Through a combination of classroom instruction and mentorship the program provides 
participants with:

•  The skills and knowledge needed to successfully operate a small business
•  An unparalleled networking opportunity with other aspiring entrepreneurs
•  The support needed to develop and solidify a business plan
•  A chance to win a capital award to support their growing business
•  An actionable plan and next steps for starting or expanding their business

Why It Works

Any entrepreneur or team of entrepreneurs interested in developing or expanding a small business 
in South Carolina can apply to participate in LEAP. Participants range in experience from new 
entreprenuers seeking to further develop their ideas for a start-up to seasoned business owners, 
looking to refine their business plan and expand their business. An emphasis will be placed on 
supporting diverse businesses, such as those owned by minority and female entrepreneurs.

Who Can Participate

ABOUT LEAP



PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
We want to work with you! We are in need of Community Partners and Program Partners 
to help support and promote LEAP across the state. Together, we can ensure 
diverse business owners and entrepreneurs in South Carolina have the resources and 
information needed to develop or expand their small businesses. 

Become a Community Partner

The LEAP program structure is based on an understanding of the power of collaboration. Recognizing 
that those who work in a community every day are the ones who know it the best, we partner with 
local organizations to host LEAP rounds in communities across the state. Community partners work 
with SC Community Loan Fund to organize and promote the LEAP program in their local community 
and help identify entrepreneurs who would benefit from participation. Community partners are 
provided with all of the materials and information needed to promote the program to their networks.

Become a Program Partner

Program Partners provide financial support for the LEAP program as a whole. These partners 
understand the need to support diverse entrepeneurs and the development of small businesses in 
under-resourced areas of South Carolina, and to keep programs like LEAP accessible to all. Because 
there is no fee to participate in the program, funding is needed to cover all expenses including the 
cost of instruction, course materials, and classroom space as well as the capital award for each 
program round.

Partnership Benefits:

Logo included on all program materials 
and advertising.

Organization website link and logo 
featured on program webpage.

Opportunity to include promotional 
materials in participant welcome 
packets.

Acknowledged in SCCLF Annual Report.*

Invitation to watch entreprenuers 
present their business plans on final 
pitch night.

Stay in touch with participants through
the Alumni Facebook Group.

Make a difference by supporting local 
entrepreneurs who are working to 
increase access to healthy food in your 
community.

* Specific to Program Partners



Ready to Partner?
Sign up to become a LEAP partner 
by submitting an online partnership 
form at sccommunityloanfund.
org/LEAP or by calling us at 
843.973.7285.

Have you recognized a demand 
for a technical assistance program 
like this in your community?

Contact us today at 843.973.7285 to 
request a LEAP program round in your area! 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

LEAP Orangeburg

April 18th - June 13th
Every Thursday
6pm-8pm

Sharnise McMichael, Owner of 
Lush Nail Lounge in Orangeburg

Orangeburg County Chamber*
155 Riverside Drive SW
Orangeburg, SC 29115

In Partnership With:

*LEAP Orangeburg includes a mix 
of in person and online courses.



sccommunityloanfund.org


