
 

 

 

 

 

Request for Summit Session Proposals (RFP) 

2019 Investing in Community Summit 
December 3-4, 2019 I Columbia, SC 

Proposal Deadline: Friday, June 14, 2019 

INTRODUCTION 

South Carolina Community Loan Fund invites you to share your knowledge and expertise by submitting a 

proposal to present a breakout session at the 2019 Investing in Community Summit. Through this event, 

we seek to create a network of individuals and organizations from across sectors who have the 

knowledge and tools needed to increase access to capital and community assets, and provide housing, 

food, essential services, and jobs in under-invested areas of South Carolina. 

We are seeking local, community-based presenters and storytellers representing diverse backgrounds, 

roles, responsibilities, and experiences serving underinvested communities across South Carolina. We 

strongly encourage submissions representing South Carolina’s diversity, including rural, suburban, and 

urban areas.  

Proposals are due by 5:00 pm on Friday, June 14, 2019. Presenters will be notified of proposal status no 

later than Friday, July 12th, 2019.  

SUMMIT INFORMATION 

The 2019 Investing in Community Summit will be held at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, 

located at 1101 Lincoln St. Columbia, SC 29201. This facility will serve as the meeting center and venue 

for all scheduled events. All presenters must be available to present on Tuesday, December 3rd and 

Wednesday, December 4th, 2019.  

Purpose  

The sessions presented at the conference are intended to strengthen the capacity of entrepreneurs, 

nonprofits, and municipalities, and increase the deployment of capital for community development 

projects in South Carolina. Attendees will learn about projects and policy efforts taking place throughout 

the state, have the opportunity to connect with funders and potential partners, and gain the knowledge 

and tools needed to make an impact in their own community. 

 



 

 

 

 

Audience 

More than 200 individuals from across South Carolina will attend the 2019 Investing in Community 

Summit over two days. Attendees will include representatives from a range of backgrounds and sectors 

including nonprofit organizations, seasoned entrepreneurs, start-ups, housing developers, religious 

institutions, and government entities.  

Speaker Registration 

SCCLF will provide a complimentary one-day summit pass to presenters for the day of their session. All 

summit presenters must complete the online registration process, even if presenting only and not 

attending sessions. If a presenter wants to attend the full summit, rather than just the day of their 

session, they will receive a 50% discount off the full summit registration rate. Visit 

investingincommunity.cvent.com for more information about the summit and registration fees. 

PRESENTATION SPECIFICS 

Sessions will attract up to 50 participants and last 60 minutes in duration. Please allow time for 

questions and answers. Presenters are expected to be engaging and to provide a productive learning 

environment for participants. Sessions may not consist of sales presentations, partisan political 

commentary, personal or professional attacks, or material that may be considered offensive or 

objectionable. The Review Panel reserves the right to reject a proposal based on any of these 

conditions. Sessions with the greatest chance of acceptance will be of an educational nature with 

thought‐provoking information and material related to the issues and topics indicated below. 

Session Topics: 

The 2019 Investing in Community Summit will offer sessions along three tracks: Invest SC, Capacity 

Building & Collaboration, and Advocacy & Policy Change. Examples of topics and session types that could 

be featured include: 

Invest SC 

 Funding sources available for community development projects 

 How to build capital stacks for projects 

 Funder panels 

 Borrower panels 
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Capacity Building & Collaboration 

 Case studies/examples of cross-sector partnerships developed to transform and revitalize 

under-resourced communities 

 How-to sessions on qualifying for loans and grant funding, using a range of funding sources, etc. 

 Trainings/workshops that increase capacity to open or expand small businesses and community 

development projects 

 Overview of resources/programs available to support entrepreneurs and community 

development practitioners 

 Discussion groups for practitioners working with similar populations to share challenges, 

successes, and hopes 

Advocacy & Policy Change 

 Overview of key legislation impacting community development 

 Issue-specific community organizing workshops (i.e. organizing for affordable housing) 

 Presentations sharing advocacy strategies and case studies 

 How-to sessions for individuals/organizations to get involved in advocacy in community 

development-related advocacy efforts in SC 

Session Materials  

All presenters will be responsible for the duplication of session handout materials; any handouts or 

materials provided by the presenter(s) are the responsibility of the presenting team. Presenters will be 

notified of the estimated conference attendance five (5) business days prior to the conference.    

Presenters are asked to submit any PowerPoint presentations by Tuesday, November 26, 2019, one 

week prior to the summit. With approval, these presentations may be made available to summit 

attendees after the summit. 

Standard Equipment  

SCCLF will provide all necessary technology to accommodate PowerPoint presentations including 

laptops, projectors, and clickers. Other A/V needs must be communicated to SCCLF staff in advance of 

the summit so we may do our best to accommodate.  While we will collect and pre-load all 

presentations on the breakout room laptops, we recommend all presenters bring a copy of the 

presentation on their own data storage device as well. 

 



 

 

 

 

SELECTION CRITERIA  

A total of 18 breakout sessions will take place over the two days of the summit. SCCLF reserves the right 

to engage potential presenters outside of the RFP process as it sees fit to support the theme and goals 

of the conference.  

All persons who submit a session will be notified of the outcome of the Review Panel’s decision by 

Friday, July 12, 2019. All submissions will be reviewed and selected based on the following criteria: 

 Session clearly aligns with one of the three summit tracks, listed on pg. 2 

 Session objectives are clearly defined 

 Timeliness and relevance of subject matter to summit target audience 

 Interactivity of the session/inclusion of methods that engage attendees (i.e. small group 

activities, polls, etc.)  

 Participants will clearly receive tangible benefits regarding knowledge‐enhancement, skill 

development, and strategic perspectives 

 Application is specific, complete and cohesive; applicant includes presenter biographies and 

headshots for all presenters to be included in summit marketing and on the summit app 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION  

All proposals MUST be submitted online at surveymonkey.com/r/2019SummitRFP. You will need to 

provide biographies and headshots for all presenters as well as a session description and desired training 

outcomes. The online proposal submission system will close at 5:00 pm on Friday, June 14th, 2019. No 

fax, emailed, or mailed proposals will be considered. Submissions after the June 14th deadline will not 

be considered. Sessions selected for presentation will be notified via email to the session contact no 

later than Friday, July 12th, 2016.  

It is strongly encouraged that you save your proposal in a word document before beginning the online 

submission process. You may cut and paste information into the prompt boxes of the online submission 

form. After submitting your proposal, you will be directed to a confirmation page. If you DO NOT see the 

confirmation page, your proposal has likely not been received and we encourage you to contact us for 

assistance and/or to verify receipt.   

All questions concerning this RFP should be directed to SCCLF’s Program Manager, Kelly Sharkey, at 

kelly@sccommunityloanfund.org or by calling (843) 973-7285, ext. 412.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2019SummitRFP

